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SICO Funds Services Company Signs a Depositary Participant Agreement with Bahrain Stock
Exchange

Further broadens BSE’s Institutional Investor Base

Manama, Bahrain — The Bahrain Stock Exchange announced today that it has signed a
Depository Agreement with SICO Funds Services Company BSC (c) - (SFS) at the stock
exchange’s new offices in the Bahrain Financial Harbour.

The agreement enables SFS starting May 30, 2010 to provide custody of BSE-listed
securities to local, regional and international institutional investors.

The agreement was signed by Mr. Fouad Rashid, Director of BSE and Anthony Mallis SICO's
CEO and Chairman of SFS.

Following the signing, Mr. Rashid said: “Custody services are very important as it
complements the whole process of investing in securities. Signing this custodian
agreement with SFS comes along with BSE's efforts to provide more advanced and
diversified options for investors, especially institutional investors in Bahrain and abroad.

Mr. Rashid added: “We are pleased with the cooperation with a leading financial
institution such as SFS, and hope that we continue working closely with other institutions
to provide custody services that would therefore broaden the exchange’s investor base.
This agreement follows on from similar agreements signed previously with HSBC, Standard
Chartered Bank, Gulf Custody, and just recently Citigroup.

Anthony Mallis said: “it's our pleasure to sign this agreement with the Bahrain Stock
Exchange and which will enable our clients to further benefit from our comprehensive and
efficient securities services, and to capitalize on the wealth of SFS’'s in-depth local
knowledge that it has built over the years.”

SICO Funds Services Company (SFS) is a wholly owned subsidiary of SICO and provides a
sophisticated range of integrated custody and fund administration solutions and services
to regional clients, with a proven track record of over 10 years in the custody business

SFS provides a wide-ranging custodian solutions covering both collective investment
schemes and private portfolios, in line with regional regulatory requirements . Covering
the entire life cycle of the investment, this solution Comprise the following services:
Safekeeping of assets, custody and legal documents , preparation of custody statements ,
opening and management of bank accounts , reconciliation of accounts, settlement of
investment transactions and expenses, processing benefits such as dividends , bonus shares
and rights offerings , provision of regular market updates and generation of customized
reports
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SFS offers the following solutions: Custody, Fund Administration, Registrar and Reporting.

XXXX

About Bahrain Stock Exchange

The Bahrain Stock Exchange (BSE) was established as an independent entity in 1987 and
officially commenced operations two years later in June 1989. Financial instruments listed
include ordinary and preferred shares, bonds/Islamic Sukuk, and mutual funds. The BSE is
regulated by The Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB).

Trading at the BSE is conducted using an Automated Trading System (ATS). The trading
session is from 9.30 a.m. to 12:30 noon, including a pre-opening period of 15 minutes starting
from 9:15 a.m. Clearing and settlement of transactions is made within two working days (T+2).
There are 49 companies listed on the exchange, 35 mutual funds, and 13 bonds/Islamic Sukuk
traded on the exchange.

The Kingdom of Bahrain allows foreigners to own up to 100% of shares of local listed
companies. Bahrain also does not enforce any taxes on investment in securities nor on capital
gains generated from trading on shares.

For more information, please visit BSE website: www.bahrainstock.com
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