SICO IS OXFORD BUSINESS GROUP’S OFFICIAL RESEARCH PARTNER FOR FIFTH YEAR

Securities & Investment Company (SICO), one of Bahrain’s leading investment banks,
has signed an agreement to act, for the fifth consecutive year, as the official capital
markets research partner for The Report: Bahrain 2009, published by Oxford Business
Group (OBG), the highly acclaimed global publishing, research and consultancy firm.

Under the agreement, SICO will work closely with OBG’s team of analysts in Bahrain to
assist them in the production of the capital markets chapter in the 2009 edition, which
is the latest of OBG’s authoritative business guides to the country.

Anthony C. Mallis, Chief Executive Officer for SICO said: “lI am delighted that our
fruitful partnership with OBG, which has worked so successfully for the past four
years, is to continue.

“OBG reports are an invaluable guide for regional and foreign investors seeking to gain
a clear and up-to-the-minute insight into Bahrain’s rapidly expanding and transforming
economy.

“The latest publication will offer them the highest quality analysis and perspectives
based on in-depth research and the most proficient information and guidance
available.”

SICO’s research team will work with the specialists led by OBG’s Bahrain Country
Director, Suzanne Claiden, and will write the analysis and research data for capital
markets section of The Report, as well as provide vital guidance for the macro-
economy and banking sections.

Claiden said: “Our partnership with SICO has been invaluable in providing us with the
finest advice and research available, and their astute observations will once again
enhance our Bahrain publication.

“Bahrain is moving through an era of remarkable growth and diversification, and
SICO’s contributions will be a vital part of the guidance offered to investors as they
seek to enter the country or expand their operations here.

“The Bahrain economy is growing rapidly, enhanced by the political and social reforms
taking place, and the government is naturally seeking to expand the amount of foreign
investment which is helping to develop the economy, and those investors are
demonstrating an increasing demand for top rate analysis of the factors spurring the
development of the country.”

OBG reports specialize in focusing on foreign direct investment opportunities through
their refined assessments of the diverse facets of the world’s developing economies.

To be available in print form and online, The Report: Bahrain 2009 will be part of
OBG’s range of publications, which are renowned as leading sources of information on
developing and emerging countries around the world.
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About Oxford Business Group

Oxford Business Group (OBG) is a global publishing, research and consultancy firm.
OBG publishes economic and political intelligence on the markets of the Middle East,
Eastern Europe, North and South Africa, and Asia. Through its range of print and
online products, OBG offers comprehensive and accurate analysis of political,
macroeconomic and sectoral developments, including banking, capital markets,
energy, infrastructure, industry and insurance.

Written by a team of seasoned analysts, based on the ground for six months, the
critically acclaimed series of economic, political and business reports have become the
leading source of intelligence on the rapidly developing countries in the regions they
cover. OBG's online economic briefings provide up-to-date in-depth analysis on the
issues that matter for thousands of subscribers worldwide. OBG's consultancy arm
offers tailor-made market intelligence and advice to firms currently operating in these
markets and those looking to enter them.

About SICO

A leading Bahrain-based financial institution, Securities & Investment Company
(SICO) provides clients across the GCC region with a selective range of investment
banking services. These comprise asset management, brokerage, market-making,
corporate finance, and custody and administration, which are underpinned by an
independent, value-added research capability.

SICO was incorporated in Bahrain in 1995 and holds a banking license from the
Central Bank of Bahrain.
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